
BEFORE THE FLORIDA
JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION

INQUIRY CONCERNING A JUDGE, SC 16-_____
THE HONORABLE JERRI COLLINS
No. 15-530
__________________________________/

NOTICE OF FORMAL CHARGES

TO: The Honorable Jerri Collins
Seminole County Judge
Criminal Justice Center
101 Bush Blvd.

The Investigative Panel of the Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission, at

its meeting on November 20, 2015, by a vote of the majority of its members, pursuant

to Rule 6(f) of the Rules of the Florida Judicial Qualifications Commission and

Article V, Section 12(b) of the Constitution of the State of Florida, finds that probable

cause exists for formal proceedings to be instituted against you.

The Florida Code of Judicial Conduct (the”Canons” or “Code”) requires that

“judges must respect and honor the judicial office as a public trust and strive to

enhance and maintain confidence in the legal system.”  The same Code also states

that, “The judge is an arbiter of facts and law for the resolution of disputes and a

highly visible symbol of government under the rule of law.” Preamble to the Florida

Code of Judicial Conduct.
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Canon 3B(4) specifically requires that a judicial officer, “...shall be patient,

dignified, and courteous to litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, and others with whom

the judge deals in an official capacity.”  [Emphasis supplied.]

The basis for your alleged violation of the Canons is laid out below:

1. While presiding over the case of State v. Myles Brennan, (Seminole

County Case # 2015MM4751A) you berated and belittled a victim of domestic

violence who did not respond to a subpoena issued by the State Attorney to testify in

the trial of the father of her child.  As a result of the victim not appearing for trial, the

State dismissed the dangerous exhibition of a weapon charge and the defendant

accepted a plea to a reduced charge of simple battery because the State was unable

to go forward with trial on that day.

2. You issued an order to show cause upon written notice by the State why

the victim should not be held in contempt for violating the trial subpoena by failing

to appear at Mr. Brennan’s trial.  The State had previously advised the Court that Ms.

Anderson had indicated that she was refusing to appear in response to the trial

subpoena and had stated she did not care if she was arrested for failure to appear.

Several days later when the victim appeared before you on the show cause order you

immediately instituted direct criminal contempt proceedings (also known as summary

contempt).  In this abbreviated hearing, lasting approximately six minutes in which

the Defendant was not represented by counsel or advised of her right to present



Shortly after this, the Florida Supreme Court clarified that a witness’ failure to appear pursuant to a subpoena1
should be considered “Indirect Contempt” rather than summary contempt, which would provide the contemptor with
greater due process rights, including having the opportunity to speak with and be represented by counsel, and to present
evidence and testimony on their own behalf.  State v. Diaz De La Portilla, 177 So.3d 965 (Fla. 2015).

evidence or testimony on her own behalf.   During the contempt proceedings you1

were discourteous, and impatient towards the crying victim.  You raised your voice

and cut her off mid-sentence, using sarcasm to make your point.  Moreover, once you

had finished upbraiding the victim, you found her in contempt of court and sentenced

her to spend three days in jail.

3. Your aggressive and discourteous treatment of a victim of domestic

violence abuse for failing to appear for a criminal prosecution was inappropriate, and

created the appearance of partiality toward the State.  For example, you badgered the

victim to know if the statements she made to the police were true, and if so, why

wouldn’t she show up to testify against her abuser at trial.  You further departed from

the role of a neutral arbiter by telling the victim that her actions did “not turn out

good [sic] for the State” [ostensibly referring to the fact that the defendant had to take

a plea to a lesser charge].  In fact, it wasn’t your duty to decide what was “good” for

the State, but rather only to ensure a fair proceeding for everyone involved, including

the victim.  A video of the incident may be downloaded at this web address:

media.flcourts18.org/releasetomedia/073015Anderson.wmv

4. Your conduct brought unnecessary criticism upon the judiciary and

could have the effect of diminishing the public’s confidence in the judicial system.



Indeed, the victim in the Myles Brennan case told a national audience on the Today

show that, “I think after everything that’s happened, I would most likely not call the

police at all [in the future].”

Your actions constitute inappropriate conduct in violation of Canons 1, 2(A),

and 3B(4) of the Code of Judicial Conduct.

You are hereby notified of your right to file a written answer to these charges

within twenty (20) days of service of this notice upon you.  The original of your

response and all subsequent pleadings must be filed with the Clerk of the Florida

Supreme Court, in accordance with the Court’s requirements.  Copies of your

response should be served on the undersigned Counsel for the Judicial Qualifications

Commission, and the General Counsel of the Commission.

Dated this _____ day of March, 2016.

THE FLORIDA JUDICIAL
QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION

By: ___________________________
Alexander John Williams
ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL
Florida Bar No. 99225
P.O. Box 14106
Tallahassee, Florida 32317
(850) 488-1581
awilliams@floridajqc.com 

30th



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Notice of

Formal Charges has been furnished by electronic service, on this the _____ day of

March, 2016, to the following:

The Honorable Jerri Collins
Seminole County Judge
Criminal Justice Center
101 Bush Blvd.

c/o Warren W. Lindsey, Esq.
Lindsey & Ferry, P.A.
1150 Louisiana Avenue, Ste. 2
Winter Park, FL 32789
COUNSEL FOR JUDGE COLLINS

_______________________________
Alexander John Williams
ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL

30th
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